
Text Instructions 
Step One: Find the Zoning Code 

1.​ Search “[City name] [State/Province/Territory] zoning code” 
a.​ Use “zoning by-law” for Canadian cities 

2.​ Follow a link to a zoning, land use, planning or community development home page on 
the city website if available 

a.​ If there is a direct link to a pdf, or a municipal coding database, this may direct 
you to the correct place. However, sometimes these are out of date compared to 
a the zoning code found on the city website 

b.​ If nothing pops up upon the search, there may be no zoning, no website for the 
municipality, or it may simply be hidden 

c.​ Try to search in one of the municipal coding databases 
3.​ Where to look in the code: 

a.​ If looking at the entire municipal code of ordinances, first find the zoning portion: 
i.​ This may be labeled as “Zoning Code”, “Zoning Regulations”, “Zoning 

By-law”, “Land Use Code”, “Unified Development Ordinance” or 
something similar 

4.​ Municipal coding databases include: Municode, Amlegal, eCode360/GeneralCode, and 
enCodePlus 

Step Two: Find the Relevant Sections 
1.​ Once in the zoning code, we’ll be looking in a few places: 

a.​ The most likely location where parking reform has taken place is downtown. 
Therefore it is always a good idea to look specifically at this zoning district’s 
code. This is usually found under “District Regulations” and a subcategory of 
“Central Business District”, or “Downtown District”, or “Town Center Overlay” or 
similar. 

b.​ Other districts may also have parking reforms, so look for any districts that have 
a distinct name (examples may be “Gateway”, “Riverfront”, “Form-based”, or 
“Transit-Oriented” 

c.​ The second location to look will be where most parking related regulations should 
be found. This will likely fall under “General Regulations”, “Supplemental 
Regulations”, “Regulations applicable to all Districts”, “Performance Standards”. 
There may be a specific category for “Parking Standards” which may also include 
loading, and access. 

2.​ When the zoning code is on a pdf, the easiest method is to use the “Ctrl-F” function to 
search “parking” 

Step Three: Find the Reforms 
1.​ The parking reforms we are looking for fall into four categories: 

a.​ Parking Exemptions: 
i.​ “The Central Business District is exempt from minimum parking 

requirements” 
ii.​ “These regulations apply to all districts except…” 

https://library.municode.com/#
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/
https://www.generalcode.com/library/#


b.​ Parking Reductions: 
i.​ Fee in lieu 
ii.​ Bike Parking 
iii.​ Transit reductions 
iv.​ EV Charging 
v.​ Counting on-street or public parking 

vi.​ Exempting existing buildings 
vii.​ Motorcycle parking 
viii.​ Golf cart parking 
ix.​ Proximity to a bike trail 

c.​ Parking maximums: 
i.​ “Off-street parking shall not exceed 120 percent of the parking minimums” 
ii.​ “No more than 5 off-street parking spaces may be provided per 1,000 

square feet” 
d.​ Unbundled parking 

i.​ “Parking shall be leased or sold separately from the rental or purchase 
fees for dwelling units for the life of the dwelling units” 

Step Four: Submit the Reforms 
1.​ Go to PRNs Parking Mandates Map and click on the [Submit an update] link below the 

map 
2.​ Enter your information and the city you are reporting 
3.​ Describe the reform: Is it an exemption, a reduction, parking maximums or some 

combination. Does it apply citywide, to one district and does it apply to all uses, 
residential uses, or nonresidential uses. Don’t worry about getting it exactly right, our 
Research Associates will verify the information. 

4.​ Cite your source by providing a link to where you found the information. Also note where 
in the code the reform can be found. Note the section or article number as appropriate. 

5.​ Submit your report and we will review it. It may take a little time, but check back and your 
city will show up once our map is updated. You may have to search your city with the 
search bar in the upper right corner. Otherwise modify the inputs for population, reform 
type, etc. until your city appears. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsCEJXssnzap6B7CRTr5rv3VICGO4_VfYDQGyC99B-Fs6aKA/viewform


Visual Guide - eCode360 

 
1.​ Search [city name] [state/province] zoning code/by-law 
2.​ eCode360 should be up to date so you can go straight there (Mt. Horeb Zoning 

eCode360) 
 

 
3.​ Check the date in the yellow bar (color changes depending on city) - this will tell you how 

recently the code was updated. If the date is a few years old, you may want to go directly 
to the Planning/Zoning/Community Development page for the city to see if they have a 
more recent version. 

 

https://ecode360.com/27693735
https://ecode360.com/27693735


 
4.​ Next scroll down to the zoning districts. Not all cities will list these out separately. In that 

case you may continue to step 7. Because these are listed you may take a look at the 
Central Business and Main Street Business districts. These are the most likely to have 
exemptions or reductions. I recommend opening each of these in a new tab. 

 

 
5.​ Scrolling down the Central Business District, there are specific parking regulations under 

nonresidential bulk requirements. This may also fall under dimensional standards or 
another category. 

 



 
6.​ The Main Street Business District has similar parking standards. Next you will proceed to 

the parking section of the code. Go back to the main zoning code page. 
 

 
7.​ Scroll down from the zoning districts until you find a specific parking section. This may 

also fall under supplemental regulations or a similar category. Click on the article. You 
may look at the schedule of requirements and adjustments to parking requirements. 

 



 
8.​ The schedule of parking minimums may show an exemption, reduction, or maximum. 

 

 
9.​ Adjustments to parking requirements also may hold some promise. However, in this 

case, there is nothing of note. The reductions shown require Plan Commission approval 
and are quite common, therefore you needn’t include those. 

 



 
10.​Now you may go to the PRN Parking Mandates Map to report the exemptions we found. 

This is found just under the map. 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/


 
11.​After entering your contact information and the city being reported, Mt. Horeb, WI in this 

case, we’ll enter the relevant information. Referring back to steps 5 and 6 we could 
report the following to describe the reform: “Nonresidential uses in the Central 
Business District and Main Street Business District are exempt from parking 
mandates, unless required by conditional use permit or planned development. ” 
Don’t worry about getting it exactly right, our Research Associates will verify the 
information as needed. 

12.​Next cite where you found this information. Since this was found in two different parts of 
code, you could link to the Central Business District section, or to the main page of the 
zoning code. From there, it will be helpful to identify the exact section of code, in this 
case that will be 17.43(7)(b)5. and 17.431(8)(b)5. 

 

https://ecode360.com/27694575#27694575
https://ecode360.com/27693735


 
13.​All done! Submit your report and our research associates will review your report. After 

review, it will be added to the map. Check back and use the search bar or modify the 
inputs until your city shows up. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 



Visual Guide - Searchable Pdf 

 
1.​ Search [city name] [state/province] zoning code/by-law 
2.​ The town of McClellanville has a specific page for the zoning code that’ll provide the 

relevant information (McClellanville Zoning eCode360) 
 

 
3.​ This code is separated into short pdf sections. Open Article 5 and Article 8 to look for the 

relevant information. You may want to open these as new tabs. 
 

https://www.mcclellanvillesc.org/town-government/zoning-ordinance/
https://www.mcclellanvillesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Article-5-Revised-Mar-2024.pdf
https://www.mcclellanvillesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Article-8-GB.pdf


 
4.​ The easiest way to find parking exemptions in the district regulations will be to use 

[Ctrl-F] to search [parking]. You may alternatively scroll down to the Village Commercial 
District or other districts that likely include downtown or an urban corridor, 
transit-oriented development, etc. In this case, there are no exemptions, reductions, or 
maximums included in the district regulations. Next you may look at Article 8. 

 

 
5.​ Sections 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, and 8.5 are the likely locations of any parking reforms. 

 



 



 
6.​ Unfortunately, there are no exemptions listed. All the reductions shown here require 

approval from the Zoning Administrator. While these may be submitted, they are less 
noteworthy because they are not by-right.  

 

 
7.​ Now you may go to the PRN Parking Mandates Map to report the reductions. This is 

found just under the map. 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/


 
8.​ After entering your contact information and the city being reported, McClellanville, SC in 

this case, we’ll enter the relevant information. Referring back to step 6 we could report 
the following to describe the reform: “Parking requirements may be reduced by the 
Zoning Administrator for on-street parking and walkable design. ” Don’t worry about 
getting it exactly right, our Research Associates will verify the information as needed. 

9.​ Next cite where you found this information. You may link Article 8. From there, it will be 
helpful to identify the exact section of code and page number, in this case that will be 
Section 8.5. on page 7. 

10.​All done! Submit your report and our research associates will review your report. After 
review, it will be added to the map. Check back and use the search bar or modify the 
inputs until your city shows up. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcclellanvillesc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Article-8-GB.pdf


Visual Guide - Searchable Pdf 

 
1.​ First, we search [Portland Maine zoning code]. While there is a pdf land use code 

below, it isn’t clear that it is the correct code, so proceeding to the city website Zoning 
Administration page is likely to be the best bet. Codes, Regulations & Ordinances will 
also likely work. 

 

 
2.​ Once in the Zoning Administration page, we see a link to the Land Use Zoning 

Ordinance on the left, as well as a link under the Recode initiative in the center. Either of 
these will work. 

 



 
3.​ Looking at the Table of Contents, a few of the districts could be of interest such as the 

Pedestrian Activities District, the educational overlays or the form-based zone. We will 
want to take a look at these district requirements. 

 

 
4.​ Farther down the table of contents, a specific parking section will hold most of the 

relevant information however. 
 



 
5.​ In the India Form-based Zone, there is a section on parking standards, however, there 

are no relevant parking reforms here. Other zones also show no reforms. So we’ll 
proceed to the Parking article. 

 
 



 
6.​ In the Parking article, we see that there are no references to minimum parking spaces 

for vehicles, but rather maximum parking spaces. In this case, Portland qualifies for 
having removed all parking minimums, and also for implementing parking maximums. 

 



 
7.​ Now you may go to the PRN Parking Mandates Map to report the reductions. This is 

found just under the map. 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/


 
8.​ After entering your contact information and the city being reported, Portland, ME in this 

case, we’ll enter the relevant information. Referring back to step 6 we could report the 
following to describe the reform: “Portland has no parking mandates. Parking 
maximums apply instead. ” Don’t worry about getting it exactly right, our Research 
Associates will verify the information as needed. 

9.​ Next cite where you found this information. You may link the Portland Land Use Code. 
From there, it will be helpful to identify the exact section of code and page number, in 
this case that will be Article 18 on page 332. 

10.​All done! Submit your report and our research associates will review your report. After 
review, it will be added to the map. Check back and use the search bar or modify the 
inputs until your city shows up. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/a5dcd1dc-4117-40b3-b3da-74a56919e14b?cache=1800


Visual Guide - Municode 

 
1.​ Search [city name] [state/province] zoning code/by-law 
2.​ Municode should be up to date so you can go straight there (Salina Zoning Code) 

 

 
3.​ Check the date in the top left - this will tell you how recently the code was updated. If the 

date is a few years old, you may want to go directly to the Planning/Zoning/Community 
Development page for the city to see if they have a more recent version. 

https://library.municode.com/ks/salina/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH42ZORE


 

 
4.​ Next scroll down to the district regulations in the menu on the left. Not all cities will list 

these out separately. Because these are listed you may take a look at the C-4 Central 
Business District. This is the most likely to have exemptions or reductions. 

 

 
5.​ Scrolling down the Central Business District, there are no specific parking regulations. 

Therefore we will look to the menu on the left for parking which is found under Article XI. 
 



 
6.​ Looking under Division 2, Applicability, General Provisions and Off-street parking space 

requirements are most likely to have parking reforms. Scroll through all these sections. 
 

 
7.​ Under general provisions there are two parking reforms listed. Both a maximum number 

of spaces and an exemption for the C-4 district for nonresidential uses. 
 



 
8.​ Now you may go to the PRN Parking Mandates Map to report the exemption and 

maximum we found. This is found just under the map. 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/


 
9.​ After entering your contact information and the city being reported, Salina, KS in this 

case, we’ll enter the relevant information. Referring back to step 7 we could report the 
following to describe the reform: “Nonresidential uses in the C-4 Central Business 
District are exempt from parking mandates. Parking maximums apply to 
residential uses citywide. ” Don’t worry about getting it exactly right, our Research 
Associates will verify the information as needed. 

10.​Next cite where you found this information. Since this was in General provisions, you 
could click on that item in the menu, and copy and paste the link to the Sec. 42-552 
General Provisions. From there, it will be helpful to identify the exact section of code, in 
this case that will be Sec. 42-552.(e)(10) and Sec. 42-552.(e)(11). Again, don’t worry 
about getting it exactly right, our Research Associates will verify the information as 
needed. 

 

https://library.municode.com/ks/salina/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH42ZORE_ARTXIOREPALO_DIV2OREPA_S42-552GEPR
https://library.municode.com/ks/salina/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH42ZORE_ARTXIOREPALO_DIV2OREPA_S42-552GEPR


 
11.​All done! Submit your report and our research associates will review your report. After 

review, it will be added to the map. Check back and use the search bar or modify the 
inputs until your city shows up. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

Visual Guide - AmLegal 

 
1.​ Search [city name] [state/province] zoning code/by-law 
2.​ Amlegal should be up to date so you can go straight there (South Elgin UDO) 

 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/southelgin/latest/southelgin_il/0-0-0-29102


 
3.​ Check the date in the top left - this will tell you how recently the code was updated. If the 

date is a few years old, you may want to go directly to the Planning/Zoning/Community 
Development page for the city to see if they have a more recent version. 

4.​ Note that this link went straight to the Zoning District Regulations. The VC Village Center 
may have parking reforms, so open a new tab for that.  

 

 
5.​ There does not appear to be any mention of parking reforms here, so scroll up on the 

menu on the left to go to the main zoning page. In this case, that will be Appendix A: 
Unified Development Ordinance. 

 



 
6.​ Unfortunately the main page does not show the sections in this case. However, Section 

156.08: Parking and Loading shows up on the left menu. Click on that to open the whole 
section. 

 

 
7.​ The relevant sections here will likely be A, B, C, and E. You may scroll down to view all 

these sections. 
 



 
8.​ Under Required Off-street Parking Spaces, d. describes parking maximums with some 

exceptions. Make a note of this and continue scrolling down. Many cities have multiple 
reforms, so there may be more reforms below.  

 

 
9.​ Under Parking Reductions there are multiple parking reforms listed. Note that the V-C 

district we looked at earlier is exempted for nonresidential uses. There are six reforms 
allowing for a reduction in parking. 

 



 
10.​Now you may go to the PRN Parking Mandates Map to report the exemption, reductions 

and maximum we found. This is found just under the map. 
 

https://parkingreform.org/resources/mandates-map/


 
11.​After entering your contact information and the city being reported, South Elgin, IL in this 

case, we’ll enter the relevant information. Referring back to steps 8 and 9 we could 
report the following to describe the reform: “Nonresidential uses in the V-C District are 
exempt from parking mandates. Parking requirements may be reduced through 
proximity to a bus stop, proximity to a public parking lot, a fee in lieu of parking, 
installation of EV chargers, or provision of carshare or long-term bike parking. 
Parking maximums apply to nonresidential uses citywide and residential uses in 
nonresidential districts. ” Don’t worry about getting it exactly right, our Research 
Associates will verify the information as needed. 

12.​Next cite where you found this information. Since this was in both section B and C, you 
could click on the whole section (156.08), and copy and paste the link to the Sec. 
156.08. From there, it will be helpful to identify the exact section of code, in this case that 
will be Sec. 156.08.B.1.d. and Sec. 156.08.C. Again, don’t worry about getting it exactly 
right, our Research Associates will verify the information as needed. 

 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/southelgin/latest/southelgin_il/0-0-0-30891
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/southelgin/latest/southelgin_il/0-0-0-30891


 
13.​All done! Submit your report and our research associates will review your report. After 

review, it will be added to the map. Check back and use the search bar or modify the 
inputs until your city shows up. Thank you! 
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